STATE OF GLOBAL COAL FACTSHEET SERIES

South Korea

Production (2021): 898 metric tons; Global ranking: 47
Consumption (2021): 126,514 metric tons; Global ranking: 7
Exports (2021): 0.45 metric tons; Global ranking: 66
Imports (2021): 125,616 metric tons; Global ranking: 4

(Source: EIA)

South Korea Total Coal Consumption (2010-2021)

South Korea Coal Consumption by Sector (2020)
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(Source: KEEI)

(Source: EIA)
Coal power generation (2021): 210.19 TWh, 35.7% of total electricity (source: Ember)
Coal power installed capacity (2023): 39.2 GW; Global ranking: 9 (source: Global £nergy Monitor)
Coal power plants (2023): 24 plants in operation, of which 20 plants (9.5 GW) have
announced retirement by 2030; 2 (3.1 GW) plants under construction, and no plants at early
development stages. (source: Global Energy Monitor)

Coal power capacity by vintage group:

15 20 25
GW
B > 40 Years WM 30~40 Years WM 20~30 Years 10~20 Years <10 Years
Age group > 40 years 30~40 years 20~30 years 10~20 years < 10 years
Capacity (% of 0.2GW 0.1GW 12.6 GW 9.2 GW 17.1GW
total) 0.5% 0.2% 321% 23.6% 43.6 %

(Source: Global Energy Monitor)
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Additional country information:
go.umd.edu/3KcapWyY

"No new coal" pledge: Pledged no new unabated coal at
COP26 (Source: cOP26)
Coal power phaseout target: 2050 (Source: Korea Herald)
Net-zero target: 2050 (source: 14)



https://www.eia.gov/international/data/world
https://ember-climate.org/data/data-explorer/
https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-coal-plant-tracker/
https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-coal-plant-tracker/
https://www.eia.gov/international/data/world
http://www.keei.re.kr/keei/download/MET2205e.pdf
https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-coal-plant-tracker/
https://ukcop26.org/global-coal-to-clean-power-transition-statement/
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20211031000260
https://www.iea.org/policies/14212-carbon-neutrality-and-green-growth-act-for-the-climate-change
http://go.umd.edu/3KcapWY
http://go.umd.edu/3KcapWY

