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South Africa

Coal power capacity by vintage group:

2023STATE OF GLOBAL COAL FACTSHEET SERIES

(Source: Global Energy Monitor)

Production (2021): 228,533 metric tons; Global ranking: 7
Consumption (2021): 177,290 metric tons; Global ranking: 6
Exports (2021): 66,116 metric tons; Global ranking: 5
Imports (2021): 2,874 metric tons; Global ranking: 35
(Source: EIA)
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South Africa Total Coal Consumption (2010-2021) South Africa Coal Consumption by Sector (2020)

Coal power generation (2021): 192.7 TWh, 86.3% of total electricity
Coal power installed capacity (2023): 43.6 GW; Global ranking: 5
Coal power plants (2023): 18 plants in operation, of which 43 plants (10.8 GW) have
announced retirement by 2030; 1 plant (1.6 GW) under construction, 2 plants (1.6 GW) at
early development stages.

"No new coal" pledge: n/a 
Coal power phaseout target: n/a (decommissioning plans
would reduce coal use to less than 30% of electricity
generation by 2040, 20% by 2050)
Just Energy Transition Partnership: Western countries
awarded US$ 8.5 billion to South Africa to support coal power
plants decommissioning, energy efficiency initiatives and
community development.
Net-zero target: 2050
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Additional country information:
go.umd.edu/3KcapWY

Industry

http://www.energy.gov.za/files/coal_frame.html
https://www.iea.org/countries/south-africa
https://www.eia.gov/international/data/world
https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-coal-plant-tracker/
https://www.eia.gov/international/data/world
https://ember-climate.org/data/data-explorer/
https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-coal-plant-tracker/
https://globalenergymonitor.org/projects/global-coal-plant-tracker/
https://www.energy.gov.za/irp/2019/IRP-2019.pdf
https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20211031000260
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/statement_22_6664
https://unfccc.int/documents/253724
http://go.umd.edu/3KcapWY
http://go.umd.edu/3KcapWY

